METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY CHURCH OF
THE PALM BEACHES
PALM BEACH GARDENS, FLORIDA

MCCPB

Warm Greetings!
MCCPB is seeking applicants for the position of Senior Pastor. The Pastoral
Search Committee members are honored you have chosen to obtain our
information packet. We, as the Pastoral Search Committee, have been supported
in this process with daily prayers from the congregation as we embark together
on this spiritual journey. We welcome you now to join us in this journey.
Our new Senior Pastor will be partnering with our Board of Directors, each of our
outreach services, and the congregation to achieve our goals. Our ongoing goals
include growing spiritually, financially and reaching out more to our community.
We need a proactive minister who can reach our diverse congregation and
community. This position requires management skills in leading our staff,
volunteers, and program management.
We have included in the packet more about the profile of MCCPB, yesterday and
today. We showcased our Sunshine State and many opportunities for recreation
and entertainment. This packet can in no way describe the warmth and
fellowship experienced at MCCPB. So, as you pray for the Holy Spirit to guide you
through this snapshot of who we are and what we do, we will be praying for you.
We appreciate you taking your time and opening your heart to consider if MCCPB
is the church God is calling you. All applications will be held strictly confidential.
The application and requirements are indicated in this packet. We look forward
to hearing from you. Our application deadline is 6:00 p.m. on May 3,
2019
In God’s Grace,
MCCPB Pastoral Search Committee
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Metropolitan Church of the Palm Beaches is in the city of Palm Beach Gardens,
Florida in northern Palm Beach County. It’s a great place to live with so much to
offer. Ideally located in South Florida, Palm Beach Gardens has direct access to
international airports, rail service, ports, and major highways. The city is a
Signature City which celebrates quality-of-life by fostering an environment of
excellence. With over 30% of its land dedicated to green space, recreation
programs tailored for all ages, an award-winning Art in Public Places program,
many cultural events, and sporting opportunities, the city has something for
everyone.
Palm Beach County offers residents a landscape of 2,578 square miles, (including
lakes and waterways) a flourishing business environment, a rich multicultural
scene and ideal weather year-round. The area offers a plethora of excellent dining
opportunities, cultural activities, unparalleled shopping, outdoor experiences,
and sporting events.
As Florida's Cultural Capital, we host several festivals throughout the year that
celebrate our population’s diversity. We have museums of art, history, science,
trains, the ocean, even museums of Japanese gardens and culture. Several venues
offer concerts, theatrical productions, and lecture series.
Outdoor activities range from championship golf to deep sea fishing, scuba diving
to polo, boating, to tennis, and an abundance of wildlife tours. Major attractions
within a 2 to 3-hour drive include Disney World, Sea World, and Busch Gardens.
The City of West Palm Beach is the largest in the county, in terms of size and
population. It is the oldest incorporated municipality in South Florida and is one
of the principal cities in the South Florida metropolitan area. In January, West
Palm Beach hosts the South Florida Fair, one of the largest in the state, with
carnival rides, agriculture exhibits and competitions. In May, music lovers from
all over the country gather to SunFest along the Intercostal Waterway to hear a
variety of nationally known bands, view amazing artwork, and enjoy great food.
Located on a barrier island between the Atlantic Ocean and the Intracoastal
Waterway is the famous town of Palm Beach. Palm Beach is synonymous with the
luxury lifestyle of the rich and famous with its grand mansions, luxury resorts,
gourmet restaurants and Worth Avenue high end shopping.
Fifteen miles to the south, is the vibrant city of Lake Worth. Lake Worth is known
for its diverse population and acceptance of different cultures and lifestyles. The
city has a rich history and over 1,000 historic buildings contribute to the city’s
charm. Lake Worth is also home to Compass LGBTQ Community Center. It’s the
largest gay and lesbian community center in Florida, providing a variety of
services to area residents. In 2000, it created Pridefest of Lake Worth, one of the
largest outreach events of its kind in the county.
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Vision Statement
MCC of the Palm Beaches is a joy-filled, justice-centered Christian community of
love, vibrant worship and spiritual discovery where all God’s people are
supported as we become fully alive.

Mission Statement
We are a diverse faith community that has accepted God’s call to love one another
through worship, service, and creating justice together. We celebrate the
diversity of God’s people and the integration of sexuality and spirituality. We
proclaim these beliefs in all we do.

Core Values
We offer a place where life-changing community and shared responsibility invite
us to focus on the care of each other and our neighbors.
We utilize the potential of diversity as we strive to recognize more than one view
and the importance of learning from differences.
Spiritual Growth: We support life-changing relationships with God that enhance
our capacity to love one another and our world.
We are a human rights church focused on social justice for all creation; we
actively seek equality, justice, and peace.
Adopted by MCCPB Congregation 2013
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History
The Metropolitan Community Church of the Palm Beaches was founded on
November 22, 1981 when five people met for prayer and discussion. The
following Sunday, with encouragement from the pastor of MCC Ft. Lauderdale,
Rev. John Gill, the first worship service was held with six people in attendance.
The group grew rapidly, attaining official status as a Study Group with Mr.
Richard Ross named as the first Worship Coordinator.

Milestones for MCCPB
February 1982 – Troy Perry makes first of many visits to MCCPB
January 1983 – Rev. Thomas Bigelow called as MCCPB’s first full-time pastor
June 1983 – MCCPB found its first home at The Women’s Club of West Palm
Beach
May 1984 – MCCPB is granted Missions Status
May 1985 – MCCPB is granted Chartered Church Status
November 1988 – Rev. Bigelow elected Southeast District Coordinator
April 1989 – Rev. Julia Seward is elected Pastor
December 1990 – MCCPB leases its own church facilities on 45th St. complete
with sanctuary, offices and meeting rooms
October 1992 – Rev. Seward elected pastor of MCC Key West
May 1993 – Rev. Marion Harrison is called as Senior Pastor and served until
his retirement in 1998.
June 1999 – Rev. Jim Martin elected as pastor
March 2000 – MCCPB purchases property at 4857 Northlake Blvd. Palm
Beach Gardens
August 13, 2000 – First worship held in MCCPB’s new home
November 5, 2000 – New property is consecrated by Rev. Elder Troy Perry,
Rev. John Gill and Rev. Judy Davenport
March 2002 – The 1st annual Rainbow Ball is held and has since become
MCCPB’s largest community fundraiser
December 2003 – Rev. Martin resigns to pursue other interests
September 2004 – Hurricanes Frances and Jean inflict over $90,000.00 in
damage to the church property
October 2004 – Rev. Paul Whiting elected pastor
September 2005 – Rev. Whiting leads congregation in rededication of
Sanctuary and facilities
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May 2006 – Shawn Thompson is hired as first full-time Minister of Music and
Administration
January 2009 - Jeremiah Cummings is hired as Music Director and Worship
Coordinator
May 2009 – Rev. Whiting encouraged by UFMCC Board of Elders, accepts
pastorate in London, Ontario, Canada
September 2009 – Rev. Patrick Rogers is appointed Provisional Pastor
March 2011 – Rev. Dr. Lea Brown elected as Senior Pastor
June 2012 –Anne Atwell and Marianne Cavagnaro clergy interns Rev. Marian
stays on as volunteer clergy until 2016
January 2017 – Jubilant Song Campaign to replace organ and piano
November 2017 – Enough for All Thrift Store opens
January 2018 – Chris Lacharite hired as Positive Connections/HIV Program
Manager
July 2018 – Jeremiah Cummings resigns and relocates to St. Petersburg FL
September 2018 – Rev. Dr. Lea Brown resigns to intern as military chaplain
in Asheville NC
September 2018 – Rev. Elder Tony Freeman appointed as Interim Pastor
December 2018 – Pastoral Search Committee elected
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Key Points in Our Story
Since the beginning, MCCPB has been an active force in confronting the AIDS
crisis in South Florida. Rev. Tom Bigelow and church members were
instrumental in the founding of Hope House, a residence for persons living with
AIDS. Mother’s Pantry, another of MCCPB’s outreach ministries, provided food
for those who were impacted by AIDS. The recipient of several grants MCCPB
began a confidential HIV Connection group where members share a meal and
enjoy fellowship. Also, the first of its kind in the area - we are home to the HIV
Long Term Survivors’ Network.
MCCPB has a long history of serving the underserved in our community.
Beginning in 2001 with the Bill Meisner Food Pantry, the congregation has
worked together to provide food to families. In 2009 the pantry became a
subsidiary of Feeding South Florida, and in 2016 we expanded the food pantry
space to accommodate the hundreds of individuals we were aiding weekly.
In addition, MCCPB has partnered with community agencies to extend our
outreach further into the world. In 2016-2017, under the direction of volunteer
clergy, Rev. Marion Cavagnaro, MCCPB participated in Habitat for Humanity
Women’s build, marched with the Coalition of Immokalee workers to protest
Wendy’s lack of participation in the Fair Food Program, and donated school
supplies to Miss Estella’s Brilliant Bus featured as one of CNNs heroes in
Education. Recently, we have joined Family Promise as a host church, providing
a place to sleep and meals to homeless families.
We are a visible presence in our community. Throughout the years, we have stood
together both in celebration and tragedy. MCCPB was front and center on the
Courthouse steps when Marriage Equality became the law of the land. We
gathered together in an interfaith service to comfort each other after the tragedies
at Stoneman Douglas High School and Pulse Nightclub. In recent times,
members gathered on the church grounds to protest the unjust ruling against our
transgendered brothers and sisters in the military.
Metropolitan Community Church of the Palm Beaches is grateful for what God
has done, and we look forward with great joy and anticipation to the great things
yet to be!
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Come and Worship
The MCCPB members and friends gather to worship in a blended service Sunday
morning at 10:30 am. At 10:15 worship music begins to play as a time of prayer
and meditation prior to beginning of our service. On occasion we have Sunday
Serenade, a concert of vocal or instrumental music. We love to showcase our new
piano and organ.

Every service is a time to worship with an open Communion. Child care is offered
to those with small children. Following our service, we have a time of fellowship
in our social hall. We are so blessed with beautiful Florida weather and this social
time spills over onto our patio, where we are surrounded by the beauty of God’s
handiwork.
Operations
MCCPB is a church on the move! We employ a full-time Pastor, a part-time office
administrator and part-time HIV Program Manger to manage day–to-day church
operations. Our Board of Directors is fully dedicated to maintaining a strong
financial foundation as well as meeting goals and challenges as expressed in our
Core Values, Vision and Mission statements. To assist in these goals, we have a
Pastoral Care team, composed of our Deacon, volunteer clergy, and laity. A
church cannot be on the move without our group of faithful volunteers both from
our church family and extended family in the community.
Discipleship
Throughout the year classes and book studies are held, providing opportunities
for people to engage in learning, prayer, and reflection. Participants form deeper
connections to each other and stronger commitments to our church and its
ministries.
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OUTreach: Taking it to the street
MCCPB Food Pantry is our longest outreach operation. It started as a small room
that served a few families to a new addition in 2015. We now serve up to 1,500
people per month operated by 12-15 very Wednesday. Due to this powerful work’s
impact, many have experienced the love of Christ and the reality of God’s
provision. Word of this ministry has reached beyond the walls of MCCPB.
Numerous people from the community have donated time, talents and finances
to ensure it continued success.
Enough for All, our thrift store was started in 2018 in Lake Worth, FL. This
outreach became a vision of one congregant and through the moving of the Holy
Spirit became a church board decision to start the process. God’s Hand was upon
this outreach and we experienced a profitable first year. Our thrift store is run
fully by volunteers and supplied by donations. Enough for All may have started to
make money to support our ministries but has become a place of God’s
unconditional love by reaching out to strangers and offering encouragement and
prayers.
Social Events
We offer a variety of social activities such as movie night, dinners, men’s game
night, ladies game night, concerts and bowling to name a few. We at MCCPB are
active in our local Pride Fest Parade with a group of trucks, motorcycles and
walkers while others host an information table at booth area. We move our
church service to Lake Worth Playhouse during this weekend providing a vibrant
worship experience for people who may not travel to our church.
Strategic Planning
Having completed our last strategic plan in 2018, we are ready to investigate
what the future holds for MCCPB. Our board has historically invited help from
the denomination to help us conceptualize the plan. The congregation has
determined specific goals as evidenced by two surveys the Pastoral Search
Committee administered. We would like to increase church membership and
develop a stronger sense of financial stewardship. Planning for and hiring a
music director is a shared goal. We face a few challenges such as limited meeting
spaces, the development of vibrant programming that supports spiritual growth,
and the expansion of our fundraising efforts. We are committed to maintaining
relevant ministry with our diverse congregation.
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Pastor Profile
Pastoral Duties and Traits
Preaching- An energetic and engaging Pastor with a dynamic style who delivers
sermons that are relevant to everyday life, encourage spiritual growth, inspire
and challenge us.
Worship- Develop meaningful worship series that weave a diversity of styles and
elements into a rich worship experience
Administration- Engage, lead and develop staff, board and volunteers in the
business and ministries of the church. Financial experience and knowledge for
operations, fundraising and stewardship development.

Qualifications, Talents and Attributes
Licensed and Ordained MCC Clergy, or willing to become licensed
A God-focused, spiritual Professional
Supervisory experience and effective communication skills
Proven ability to implement change and manage conflict
Goal oriented, organized, disciplined and follow up skills
Embraces community outreach, new ideas and technologies
Balances personal and professional boundaries
People oriented with ability to unite and inspire people to action
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MCCPB owns 2.5 acres of land on Northlake Blvd in Palm Beach Gardens, Fl. The property
has the church sanctuary and 5 office spaces, a community room, 2 bathrooms and food
pantry room. The parsonage is a 3-bedroom, 2 bath room with a 2-car garage. There is also a
2-bedroom, 1 bath staff house.

Parsonage
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Front Yard

Dining Room

Kitchen
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Living Room

Bedroom #1

Bedroom #3/ Office

Living Room

Bedroom #2

Studio
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